In the southwest Pacific, in the first decades of the twentieth century, a small country produced a disproportionately large number of itinerant young surgeons who travelled far and wide to improve their skills by gaining experience in nations of much larger populations. Serendipity and providence saw them apply their surgical skills and training in the major theatres of world wars. In a spirit of dynamic energy and passion, their peripatetic travels saw them embrace the new surgical specialty of plastic and reconstructive surgery. This paper describes the historical and significant contributions of Kiwis (New Zealanders) to the world story of plastic surgery. Over the years some have stood out more than others, but this account considers each and every significant plastic surgeon in the global picture that begins with World War I and evolves to the present day. We should not forget them.
Introduction
War is the only proper school for surgeons.
-Hippocrates (ancient Greek physician)
How fertile the blood of warriors in raising good surgeons.
-Sir Clifford Allbutt, warfare presented huge numbers of mutilating facial injuries, the severity of which had seldom been seen in the past and never before in such numbers. Gillies was the mastermind at Sidcup. He had enormous foresight, courage, a strong personality and tremendous organisational skills.
Late nineteenth century and pre-WWI
Many principles and innovations that evolved from the Sidcup experience we now take for granted. These included the involvement of dental specialists, the multidisciplinary team approach, and the importance of accurate records, including medical photography, artist's drawings and plaster casts ( Figure 5 ). He acknowledged that skilled anaesthesia and specialist nursing were equally important for successful reconstructive surgery. 
New Zealanders in the UK, 1930s
As a small, remote country with a young medical 
Preparing for World War II

Conclusion
The New Zealand regional plastic surgery units set up after WWII were initially based on the GilliesMcIndoe-Mowlem model that included a dental department with orthodontists, oral surgeons, prosthodontists and dental technicians. With the passage of time, local changes to each unit have been made to accommodate developments in the specialty.
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The surgeons who initially developed these units all had a military background and had a reputation for military discipline. 
